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shop facility for compliance with ASME standards. ASME requires shop
recertification reviews every 3 years.

FHWA's Office of Motor Carriers (OMC) is responsible for enforcing
the regulations that apply to tank trucks. OMC inspectors examine tank
truck terminals, shipping facilities, and manufacturing and repair shops.
They also periodically examine the records of tank truck manufacturers
to confirm that design and construction certification procedures are
followed.

Tank Vessels

Tankers must satisfy several design requirements for safety and pollution
prevention. Safety standards are developed through the International Mar-
itime Organization (IMO) of the United Nations. IMO conventions estab-
lish general design and construction principles governing ship strength,
stability, safety features, and fire protection. The conventions are ratified
by participating nations and implemented through domestic legislation
and regulations. In the United States the Coast Guard is responsible for
implementing and enforcing the standards.20

Tank vessel design plans are subject to Coast Guard review and ap-
proval, but the Coast Guard has delegated much of this responsibility to
the American Bureau of Shipping (ABS). ABS is one of several worldwide
"classification societies" that consist of nonprofit groups of shipowners,
builders, naval architects, and insurers. The societies establish rules gov-
erning ship structural integrity, construction materials, design of structural
elements, and maintenance and inspection procedures. Many ABS rules have
been codified into federal regulation by the Coast Guard. Shipbuilders must
submit designs to the classification society for review and approval and
allow inspections by the society during and after ship construction.

Once a tank vessel is in service, the Coast Guard is responsible for
ensuring that it is maintained to appropriate standards. The Coast Guard
inspects U.S.-flag ships every 2 years and has authority to inspect foreign-
flag ships operating in U.S. waters. As a practical matter, the Coast Guard
relies on shipowners and classification societies for thorough examina-
tions. To maintain its "class" status, a ship must be inspected annually by
the classification society to ensure compliance with certain maintenance
standards, and it must undergo thorough structural inspections by the
society every 5 years.

Intermodal Tank Containers

Intermodal tank containers carry many of the same materials as railroad
tank cars but in smaller quantities [6,000 gal (22 800 L) or less]. Because